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REMARKS 

Claims 1-5 are pending. Claim 1 is objected to because of an informality. 
Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Seal 
(4,049,309). Applicants have amended claim 1, 

Claim objections 

Claim 1 is objected to because the "recitation 'the absence* in line 8 is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim.'* In response, Applicants 
have amended claim 1 to recite that "the body is characterized by an absence of an engine 
compartment'* 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. 5 102(b) 

Claims 1-5 are rejected as being anticipated by Seal (4,049,309). For a 
rejection to be proper under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b), every element and limitation found in 
the rejected claim must be found in the 102(b) reference. "A claim is anticipated only if 
each and every element as set forth in the claim is found, either expressly or inherently 
described, in a single prior art reference." Verdegaal Bros. v. Union Oil Co. of California* 
814 R2d628, 631,2USPQ2d 1051, 1053 (Fed. Cir. 1987). SeeMPEP § 2131. 

Applicants respectfully submit that the rejection of claim 1 is improper 
because claim 1 recites elements and limitations not found in Seal. More specifically, 
claim 1 recites "a chassis having a by-wire braking system, a by-wire steering system, 
and a by-wire energy conversion system. . . (emphasis added). 

The Examiner states that "Seal discloses a vehicle comprising: a chassis 
(20) having a by-wire braking system (figure 7 shows brake pedal), a by-wire steering 
system (in figure 7 shows steering), and a by-wire energy conversion system (49). . . .** 
However, Seal does not disclose, either expressly or inherently, a by-wire braking 
system, a by-wire steering system, and a by-wire energy conversion system. 
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As understood by those skilled in the art, and as recited in paragraph 0067 
of the present application, "[a] by-wire system is characterized by control signal 
transmission in electrical form." Seal neither teaches nor suggests that the steering, 
braking, and energy conversion systems are "characterized by control signal transmission 
in electrical form." With respect to the braking system, the Examiner states that "figure 7 
shows brake pedal." However, the mere presence of a brake pedal is not a sufficient 
basis for concluding that the braking system of Seal is by-wire, i.e., "characterized by 
control signal transmission in electrical form." Indeed, Seal expressly states that "brakes 
of a conventional construction 50 . . . are used for braking." Seal, column 4, lines 62-64. 
(emphasis added). 

Similarly, with respect to the steering system, the Examiner states that 
"figure 7 shows steering." Figure 7 of Seal merely discloses a steering wheel and a 
mechanical steering shaft. The mere presence of a steering wheel and steering shaft is 
not a sufficient sufficient basis for concluding that the steering system of Seal is by- wire, 
i.e., "characterized by control signal transmission in electrical form." Moreover, Seal 
does not describe the steering system in the specification, and, accordingly, Seal does not 
teach or suggest that the steering system is by-wire. 

Further, with respect to the energy conversion system, Seal states that an 
"axle portion 48 is connected to the engine 49. . . ." Seal, column 4, lines 61-62. The 
mere presence of an engine is not a sufficient basis for concluding that the engine is by- 
wire, i.e., "characterized by control signal transmission in electrical form." There is no 
teaching or suggestion in Seal that the engine 49 is by-wire. 

Thus, Seal does not disclose any of a "by-wire braking system, a by-wire 
steering system, and a by-wiie energy conversion system." Accordingly, claim 1 is not 
anticipated by Seal, and the rejection of claim 1 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) is improper. 
Claims 2-5 ultimately depend from claim 1 and are therefore allowable for at least the 
same reasons that claim 1 is allowable. 
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In light of the amendment and remarks, it is respectfully submitted that 



that all claims arc in condition for allowance, which action is requested. 

The undersigned attorney is acting in a representative capacity in this 
application under 37 C.F.R. § 1.34(a). If further proof of authority to act in a 
representative capacity is required in this application, please notify the undersigned via 
the correspondence address associated with this application. 



QUINN LAW GROUP, PLLC 

38701 West Seven Mile Road, Suite 295 
Livonia, Michigan 48152 
Phone: 734-838-0775 
Fax: 734-838-0779 

On behalf of: 

Kathryn A. Marra 

GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION 
Legal Staff Mail Code 482-C23-B21 
P.O. Box 300 

Detroit, Michigan 48265-3000 



Respectfully submitted 



CHRISTOPHER E. BORRONI-BIRD ET AL 




Robert C. Coibett 
Reg. No. 51089 
Attorney for Applicant 



Date: 22,2^ 
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